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ACRONYMS USED THROUGHOUT THIS MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 
AEMR - Annual Environmental Management Report 

CCC - Community Consultative Committee 

DA - Development Application 

DEC (EPA) - Department of Environment and Conservation (Environment Protection 

Authority) 

DoP - Department of Planning 

DPI (MR) - Department of Primary Industries (Mineral Resources) 

EMS - Environmental Management Strategy 

ENCM - Environmental Noise Control Manual 

GTAs - General Terms of Approval 

INP - Industrial Noise Policy 

ISO - International Standards Organisation 

NSC - Narrabri Shire Council 

SoEE - Statement of Environmental Effects 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
The Noise Monitoring Programme for the Whitehaven Coal Mine has been prepared: 

• in accordance with Condition 10 (Schedule 3) of DA 8-1-2005, viz 

“Within 6 months of this consent, the Applicant shall prepare a Noise Monitoring 

Program for the development in consultation with the DEC, and to the satisfaction of 

the Director-General. This program shall include a noise monitoring protocol for 

evaluating compliance with the noise impact assessment and land acquisition criteria in 

this consent”; 

• in consultation with DEC (EPA) Armidale; and 

• represents a continuation and extension of the existing programme and procedures 

which have been implemented, or progressively introduced over the life of the mine to-

date and have been shown to be effective in monitoring impacts and as an aid to 

operational planning. 

The Plan supersedes a similar document prepared in accordance with DA 72-03-2000 

and approved by the Director-General, Department of Infrastructure and Planning, on 

13 August 2000.  

The effectiveness of these procedures is also demonstrated by the few complaints 

received regarding operational noise, with only two complaints pertaining to 

operational noise having been received over the life of the mine to-date, one in 2001 

and the other in 2004. It is also noteworthy that since 2004, the mine has continued to 

progress away from the nearest non-project related residences. This situation will 

continue for the remaining approved life of the mine. 

 

The following sub-sections identify the monitoring locations and procedures, data analysis and 

reporting. A noise monitoring protocol is presented in Appendix 1.  

 

For completeness, and to ensure that the document provides all relevant information in a single 

location and is an effective on-site management tool, noise complaint management procedures 

are also identified. 
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The existing noise monitoring programme involves bi-annual attended noise monitoring at 

“Bungalow”, “Merton”, “Gundawarra”, “Will-gai”, “Wilga” and “Broadwater” (see Figure 1). 

 

2.0 RESIDENTIAL PROXIMITY 
 
Figure 1 places the Whitehaven Coal Mine in its local setting and identifies the residences 

within a distance of approximately 5km from the areas of existing and future mining activity. 

 

Table 1 identifies the minimum distance between each residence and the nearest point of 

approved mining or mining related activity currently being undertaken or to be undertaken over 

the remaining life of the mine, together with the status of the residence, ie project-related or 

non-project related.  

TABLE 1 
Residential Proximity 

Residence (see Figure 1) 
Status 

P = Project Related 
NP = Non-project Related 

Distance to Closest Limit of 
Approved Activity (m) 

“Whitehaven” P 800 

“Merton” P 1650 

“Will-gai” NP 1700 

“Gundawarra” NP 2600 

“Woodlands” NP 3100 

“Silkdale” NP 4100 

“Bungalow” P 2500 

“Braymont” NP 4600 

“Wilga” P 650 

“Blue Vale” P 1800 

“Broadwater” NP 3300 

 

3.0 NOISE CRITERIA 
 
Table 2 and associated notes (extracted from Table 7 within DA 8-1-2005) presents the 

operational noise impact assessment criteria which are applicable to the Whitehaven Coal 

Mine. The criteria “apply to residences on, or more than 25 per cent of any privately-owned 

land”. 
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A land acquisition noise criterion of 40 dBA (LAeq (15 minute)) also applies. 

 

Noise criteria applicable to the public road network between the Whitehaven Coal Mine and 

the Whitehaven CHPP, noise management controls and monitoring are each addressed in the 

separate Road Noise Management Plan. 

 

TABLE 2 

Operational Noise Criteria – Whitehaven Coal Mine 

Day / Evening / Night 
LAeq (15 minute) 

35 

Night 
LA1 (1minute) 

45 

Notes: 
• 

• 

• 

• 

− 

− 

Noise from the development is to be measured at the most affected point or within the 
residential boundary, or at the most affected point within 30 metres of a dwelling (rural 
situations) where the dwelling is more than 30 metres from the boundary. 
To determine compliance with the LAeq (15 minute) noise limits in the above table, where it can be 
demonstrated that direct measurement of noise from the development is impractical, the DEC 
may accept alternative means of determining compliance (see Chapter 11 of the NSW Industrial 
Noise Policy). The modification factors in Section 4 of the NSW Industrial Noise Policy shall 
also be applied to the measured noise levels where applicable. 
Noise from the development is to be measured at 1 metre from the dwelling façade to determine 
compliance with the LA1 (1minute) noise limits in the above table. 
The noise emission limits identified in the above table apply under meteorological conditions 
of: 

wind speeds of up to 3 m/s at 10 metres above ground level; or 
temperature inversion conditions of up to 3ºC/100m, and wind speeds of up to 2 m/s at  
10 metres above ground level. 

 

 

4.0 MONITORING AND REPORTING 

4.1 Monitoring Method  
 
Operator attended compliance monitoring over the remaining operational life of the 

Whitehaven Coal Mine will continue to be undertaken at or adjacent to each of the 

“Bungalow”, “Gundawarra”, “Merton”, “Will-gai”, “Wilga” and “Broadwater” residences. 

 

The monitoring will be undertaken in the following manner. 
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